
 

 
 

N atural G as:  A  “C lean” Fossil Fuel?  
 

A s the debate over clim ate change and energy policy legislation heats up, the natural gas industry 
and its allies in Congress have taken to describing natural gas as a “clean bridge fuel” to a clean 
energy future, and are prom oting various federal policies to encourage the w ider use of natural 
gas. 
 
Com pared to the com bustion of coal as a boiler fuel, natural gas is indeed a “cleaner” fuel. 
H ow ever, it is im portant to bear in m ind that (a) according to the Energy Inform ation 
A dm inistration, 20 %  of A m erica’s present greenhouse gas em issions derive from  the 
com bustion of natural gas and (b) the extraction of natural gas can and does im pose severe 
harm ful im pacts on air and w ater quality, the viability of w ildlife habitats and w ildlife 
populations, and the quality of the environm ent in areas w here natural gas extraction activities 
take place.   
 
The bottom  line is:  if our national energy policies encourage the w ider use of natural gas 

to m eet A m erica’s future energy needs, production of natural gas m ust be “done right.” 

 
“D oing it right” m eans that: 

• G roundw ater and drinking w ater supplies are protected from  pollution by the toxic 
chem icals often used in the extraction of natural gas; 

• Surface w ater quality is protected from  natural gas exploration, construction, 
developm ent and operational activities; 

• A ir quality is protected from  ozone-form ing em issions and other air pollutants that 
accom pany natural gas developm ent, and fugitive m ethane em issions from  natural gas 
operations are m inim ized; 

• Crucial w ildlife habitats are protected from  the severe degradation that can (and does) 
occur w ith the construction of road and pipeline netw orks, drill pads, w aste disposal pits, 
and other infrastructure necessary to natural gas developm ent; 

• W ild landscapes and cultural sites m ore appropriate for their intrinsic natural and 
cultural values are placed off-lim its to developm ent; and 

• In states w here ow nership of natural gas deposits is separated from  surface ow nership, 
the rights of surface ow ners to protect their lands and w ater rights are honored. 
 

 
For more information, please contact Dave Alberswerth at (202) - 429-2695,  

C hase H untley at (202)-429-7431, or Jessica G oad at (202) - 429-7433.  


