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Road rem oval projects in our nation's forests put people to 
w ork protecting natural services- including carbon storage- 
from  the effects of global w arm ing.  

Getting the Whole Job Done: 

Safeguarding Natural Resources, 

Storing Carbon 

 
 

Protecting our natural resources from  the im pacts of clim ate change w ill help ensure our forests, w etlands, and other natural 
lands rem ain resilient in a w arm ing w orld. Safeguarding natural resources through conservation, restoration, and careful 
m anagem ent w ill create jobs and help m aintain the ability of our forests and other natural areas to absorb and store hundreds of 
m illions of tons of carbon dioxide, a chief greenhouse gas. Investing in natural resource adaptation is a one-tw o punch against 
clim ate change: 1) protecting A m erica’s natural system s from  clim ate-driven dam age and 2) securing and in som e cases 
enhancing the ability of these lands to slow  clim ate change by capturing and storing carbon dioxide.  

 

A m erica’s natural lands are both at risk from  the clim ate crisis and an essential part of the solution.  
 

C urrent land-use and forestry practices in the U .S. rem ove a net 799 m illion m etric tons of C O 2 from  the 

atm osphere each year— m ore than is em itted annually by the entire U .S. fleet of passenger cars.1 O ur lands’ 

ability to store carbon w ill rise or fall depending on how  m uch land is conserved and if healthy ecosystem s are restored 

and protected. If A m erica’s forests, grasslands, and other natural system s are developed, degraded, or poorly m anaged, less 
carbon w ill be stored and the clim ate crisis w ill w orsen. 
 

T he U nited States currently loses the equivalent of tw o R hode Islands every year due to developm ent.2 The U .S. 
Forest Service projects that 44 m illion acres of forest alone w ill be developed by 2030,3 disrupting ecosystem s and their ability 

to store carbon.  W hen developm ent is com bined w ith clim ate-driven changes to our lands, such as drought and insect 

outbreaks, our forests and other natural areas com e under increased 

stress. In their currently degraded state, ecosystem s are m ore 

vulnerable to clim ate change than they need to be. But if w e invest in 

natural resource adaptation funding, w e can restore the resilience of 

these ecosystem s, create jobs, and protect and potentially enhance 

their capacity of these natural system s to store carbon.   

 

D edicated natural resource adaptation funding from  a 

com prehensive energy, jobs and clim ate bill w ill provide the tools w e 

need to conserve, restore, and carefully m anage our lands in the face 

of clim ate change. H elping A m erica’s lands adapt to clim ate 

change w ill protect our natural resources for the future, 

protect carbon stores and potentially foster additional carbon 

dioxide reductions outside of the cap and trade system  – a 

crucial insurance policy for A m erica’s em issions goals. 
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Protecting w ildlands from  the effects of clim ate change 
w ill safeguard vital natural services-- from  cleaning air 
and w ater to storing carbon.   

D edicated funding to natural resources adaptation w ill:   

 

• C reate jobs to begin the conservation w ork necessary to safeguard A m erica’s vast natural landscapes on public 

and private lands from  the devastating im pacts of rapidly changing clim ates  

• Provide funding and resources for agencies and landow ners to restore lands dam aged by extrem e w eather events 

– such as floods or hurricanes – w hich w ill becom e increasingly severe 

• R am p-up over-due projects including re-planting w etlands,  addressing invasive species, repairing fish culverts, 

m onitoring global w arm ing’s effects on species and landscapes,  and rem oving unw anted roads in forests  

 

Natural resource adaptation is part of the greenhouse gas solution.  
 

T o m aintain the health of our econom y and our planet, robust natural resource adaptation funding is critical to 

ensuring that our natural lands are preserved for generations to com e.  

 
For m ore inform ation please contact:  

 

Bill Lee – Am erican Rivers (202) 243-7070 
A lexandra A dam s – D efenders of W ildlife (202) 772-0270 
M arty H ayden – Earthjustice (202) 667-4500 
Jon H unter – Endangered Species C oalition (202) 476-0669 
M ark W enzler, Elise Russell –  

N ational Parks C onservation A ssociation (202) 223-6722 
D erek Brockbank – N ational W ildlife Federation (202) 797-6666 
D esiree Sorenson-G roves – N ational W ildlife Refuge Association (202) 292-3961 
Tom  Fry, Jennifer M cK night – The N ature C onservancy (703) 841-4525 
C hris Lyons – Restore Am erica’s Estuaries (703) 524-0248 
A than M anuel, M yke Bybee – Sierra C lub (202) 547–1141 
K eith C urley – Trout U nlim ited (703) 284-9428 
Jad D aley – The Trust for Public Land (202) 543-7552  
D avid M oulton, J.P. Leous – The W ilderness Society (202) 429-2681 
K elly K eenan A ylw ard – W ildlife C onservation Society (202) 624-8195 
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