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Our team is employing public education, practical public 
policy ideas, and sound science to move toward work-
able solutions to wildland fire challenges. Rapid re-
growth (above) illustrates the natural role of fire.
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Our team is employing public education, practical public policy ideas, and 
sound science to move toward workable solutions to wildland fire challenges. 
Rapid re-growth (above) illustrates the natural role of fire.
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The past 12 months were very  

challenging times for those 

committed to conservation of 

our natural heritage, with the 

current administration continu-

ing to push hard for maximum 

development of many cherished 

public landscapes. Even so, the 

support provided by members 

of The Wilderness Society, 

along with the capable work 

of our many allies, has helped 

produce a number of signifi-

cant achievements.          

  

1We were leaders in the  
successful campaign to 

fend off numerous attempts in 
Congress to authorize oil  
drilling on the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge’s spectacular 
coastal plain. 

2We protected 9 million 
roadless acres in Alaska’s 

Tongass National Forest through 
a court settlement.

3The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service abandoned its  

proposal to reduce by almost 95 
percent the “critical habitat” des-
ignated to protect the marbled 
murrelet, a rare seabird that 
depends on old-growth forests.

4With Earthjustice and 
other partners, we won a 

federal court ruling that blocked 

an attempt to reopen fragile 
Surprise Canyon in Death Valley 
National Park to off-road  
vehicle use. 

5We helped close domestic 
sheep grazing areas in 

Idaho’s Hells Canyon, reducing 
the spread of pneumonia to the 
sharply declining bighorn sheep 
population in the vicinity.

6Along the Rocky Mountain 
Front, the total amount of 

land protected from drilling 
increased to nearly 100 square 
miles, thanks to lease purchases 
and donations. 

7 We led a collaborative 
effort of conservation, 

recreation, timber and agency 
representatives to develop 13 
“Guiding Principles” that will 
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Our coalition won a court ruling that will keep off-road  
vehicles out of Surprise Canyon in Death Valley National Park.
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Notable Achievements Over the Past Year
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help shape national forest 
restoration work in the Northern 
Rockies and nationally.

8Our drilling simulation was 
cited by EPA in its recom-

mendation to delay drilling and 
protect air quality at Colorado’s 
stunning Vermillion Basin.

9A federal judge blocked 
leasing on 20,000 acres of 

a proposed wilderness area at 
Colorado’s South Shale Ridge, 
in response to a challenge we 
filed with allies.

10The Colorado legislature 
passed a bill that will  

enable state wildlife officers  
to enforce federal restrictions  
on motorized vehicle use in 
national forests and BLM areas, 

significantly increasing the  
number of rangers.

11We helped pass a ballot 
initiative that replenished 

the Land for Maine’s Future fund 
so that more coastline, forest 
land, and other areas can be 
protected.

12The Navy withdrew its 
plans to build a jet land-

ing strip close to Pocosin Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuge.

13After decades of debate, 
Congress approved  

legislation eliminating the threat 
that a 32-mile road would be 
put through a wild portion of 
Great Smoky Mountains  
National Park.

14Appropriations from 
the Land and Water Con-

servation Fund that we helped 
move through Congress led to 
protection of high-quality—but 
threatened—natural areas in 
dozens of states, including tracts 
at Cape May National Wildlife 
Refuge (NJ), Acadia National 
Park (ME), Lower Rio Grande 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
(TX), Mt. Rainier National Park 
(WA), and at numerous other 
special places.

15Our coalition backed 
Congressman Norm 

Dicks’ successful efforts to secure 
$39 million to eliminate damag-
ing forest roads and restore 
national forest land.

16With four sister organiza-
tions, we won a court 

ruling that the Bush adminis-
tration’s efforts to weaken the 
law governing national forest 
management were illegal.

17We worked with partners 
to obtain $52 million 

for the Forest Legacy program, 
including funds to protect land at 
the Chalk Mountain Ranch (CA), 
Northern Great Lakes Forest 
(MI), Sparta Mountain South 
(NJ), and elsewhere.

18We were instrumental in 
securing $6.5 million of 

additional funding for manage-
ment of the National Landscape 
Conservation System and in 
advancing legislation to make 
the system permanent.

We played an active role in securing funding to protect significant portions of the Machias River area in Downeast 
Maine. Money is coming from the Land for Maine’s Future Fund and the Forest Legacy program.
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Founded more than 70 years ago, The Wilderness Society 

has been called “an organization of spirited people.” 

Today our members continue to exhibit that spirit of support. 

More than 325,000 citizens, committed to preserving the 

finest lands left in America, support The Wilderness Society 

financially and through their actions: making calls, attending 

hearings, and sending letters and e-mail messages. We 

thank each and every one of these spirited people for their 

dedication to our mission of creating a wilderness legacy  

for future generations.

Thank You to Our Supporters
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In 2007 there was substantial growth in the funds for specific pro-
grams. We also increased our efficiency, increasing the percentage of 
our income that goes toward program. 

We continue to see a long-term upwards trend in the dollars we 
raise, particularly online. This consistent and growing support from 
our members and other donors is allowing us to undertake those 
multi-year protection campaigns most likely to succeed. The support 
we received this year made it possible to work with our partners in 
defense of many important wild places, including 60 million acres of 
national forest roadless areas and vital wildlife habitat in the Rockies 
and on Alaska’s coastal plain. We also stepped up our efforts involv-
ing global warming. In 2007 our net asset base grew by $8 million, 
positioning The Wilderness Society to lead strategic conservation 
efforts over the long term.

Chart A highlights the growth in our financial resources from 
2005 to 2007. Chart B summarizes The Wilderness Society’s expense 
structure and indicates that approximately 70 percent of our outlays 
directly support our environmental programs.

If you would like to receive a copy of our audited financial 
statements, or if you have any questions about this overview or The 
Wilderness Society, please contact us at:

The Wilderness Society
Attn: Membership Services
1615 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036-3209
E-mail: membership@tws.org

The Wilderness Society meets all standards for charitable account-
ability set forth by BBB/Wise Giving Alliance.

Chart B Fiscal Year 2007 Expenses
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15%
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Management & General 4%

Program 
70%

Chart A Growth During Fiscal Years 2005-2007
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STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

(Fiscal years ended September 30)
	 2007	 2006	 2005 
Assets
  Cash and cash equivalents 	 937,661 	  1,639,647 	  968,965
  Accounts and contributions receivable	 10,243,765 	  8,107,380 	  7,256,225
  Investments	 21,805,156 	  20,802,123 	  14,313,268
  Planned giving investments 	  7,803,705 	  6,835,789 	  6,301,900
  Long-term receivables 	 11,127,691 	  5,837,834 	  1,139,189
  Beneficial interest in assets held by others 	 8,523,682 	  8,458,892 	  8,569,367
  Prepaid and other assets 	 578,106 	  527,769 	  532,225
  Furniture, equipment and leasehold improvements (net) 	 1,810,783 	  1,718,262 	  1,636,405
   T   otal assets 	 $62,830,549 	 $ 53,927,696 	 $ 40,717,544

Liabilities
  Accounts payable and accrued expenses 	  2,886,016 	  2,232,832 	  2,205,050
  Capitlal Lease Obligation 	 222,878 	  271,783 	  -  
  Custodial funds 	  26,030 	  13,677 	  21,182
  Deferred rent 	  589,172 	  776,151 	  881,053
  Planned giving liabilities 	  3,663,253 	  2,987,419 	  2,906,101
	  7,387,349 	  6,281,862 	  6,013,386 
Net Assets 
  Unrestricted 	  10,514,626 	  8,718,879 	  5,106,490
  Temporarily restricted 	 30,897,980 	  25,518,506 	  18,314,798
  Permanently restricted 	  14,030,594 	  13,408,449 	  11,282,870
	  55,443,200 	  47,645,834 	  34,704,158
   T   otal liabilities and net assets 	 $ 62,830,549 	 $ 53,927,696 	 $ 40,717,544

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

Revenues
  Individuals	 $       23,319,303 	 $       29,599,032 	 $       21,599,474 
  Foundations 	  6,939,456 	  5,196,155 	  6,373,393
  Corporations 	  781,741 	  893,857 	  612,238
  Total contributions 	  31,040,500 	  35,689,044 	  28,585,105
  Investment income	  635,376 	  430,424 	  334,284
  Other 	  551,049 	  644,337 	  459,188
   T   otal revenues 	  32,226,925 	  36,763,805 	  29,378,577
Expenses
  Program Services 
  Conservation projects 	  14,770,997 	  14,025,437 	  13,014,550
  Public education 	  3,115,902 	  2,821,556 	  4,866,266
	 17,886,899 	  16,846,993 	  17,880,816
Support services
  Membership 	  3,854,247 	  4,204,230 	  2,773,821
  Development 	  2,949,376 	  2,563,686 	  2,412,560
  Total fundraising 	  6,803,623 	  6,767,916 	  5,186,381
  Management and general 	  914,336 	  1,311,732 	  1,002,014
	 7,717,959 	  8,079,648 	  6,188,395
   T   otal expenses 	  25,604,858 	  24,926,641 	  24,069,211
Change in net assets from operations 	  6,622,067 	  11,837,164 	  5,309,366
  Gains (losses) from investments and other changes 	  1,175,299 	  1,104,512 	  1,145,460
  Beginning net assets 	  47,645,834 	  34,704,158 	  28,249,332
Ending net assets 	 $55,443,200 	 $ 47,645,834 	 $ 34,704,158
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GOVERNING COUNCIL
Edward A. Ames, Riverdale, NY

James R. Baca, Albuquerque, NM 

Thomas A. Barron, Boulder, CO

Richard Blum, San Francisco, CA 

David Bonderman, Fort  
Worth, TX* 

William M. Bumpers,  
Cabin John, MD 

Bethine Church, Boise, ID

Bertram J. Cohn, New York, NY

William J. Cronon, Ph.D., 
Madison, WI

Brenda S. Davis, Ph.D., Bozeman, 
MT, Chairman*

Christopher J. Elliman,  
New York, NY

David J. Field, Gladwyne, PA

George T. Frampton, New York, 
NY

Jerry F. Franklin, Ph.D.,  
Issaquah, WA

David Getches, Boulder, CO

Caroline M. Getty, Corona  
Del Mar, CA*

Reginald “Flip” Hagood, 
Washington, DC

Marcia Kunstel, Jackson, WY, 
Secretary*

Kevin Luzak, New York, NY

Michael A. Mantell,  
Sacramento, CA

Molly McUsic, Chevy Chase, MD

Heather Kendall Miller,  
Anchorage, AK

Scott A. Nathan, Boston, MA, 
Treasurer*

Jaime Pinkham, Vancouver, WA

Rebecca L. Rom, Edina, MN*

Theodore Roosevelt IV,  
Brooklyn, NY 

Patrick L. Smith, Arlee, MT

Cathy Douglas Stone, Boston, MA

Douglas Walker, Seattle, WA, Vice 
Chair*

Hansjörg Wyss, West Chester, PA, 
Vice Chair*

* member of Executive Committee

HONORARY COUNCIL
Frances G. Beinecke, Bronx, NY

Robert O. Blake, Washington, DC

Gilman Ordway, Wilson, WY

Edmund A. Stanley, Jr.,  
Oxford, MD

Charles Wilkinson, Boulder, CO

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
John Babcock, Sammamish, WA 
Allan and Marilyn Brown, Portola 

Valley, CA
Frances Chamberlin Carter,  

Green Valley, AZ
David* and Barbara Churchill, 

Bethesda, MD
Stewart and Judith Colton,  

Short Hills, NJ
Anne R. Conn, Seattle, WA
Margo Earley, Mount Hood, OR
Charles Ellman and Gail Austin-

Ellman, Georgetown, KY
Rick Flory and Lee Robert, 

Paradise Valley, AZ
James G. Gibson, Basking  

Ridge, NJ
Ed Groark, McLean, VA
Ann Harvey, Wilson, WY

Jeffrey Kenner, New York, NY
Robert F. Kibler, M.D.,  

Atlanta, GA
Henry D. Lord, New Haven, CT
John and Charlotte Parish, 

Tullahoma, TN 
Scott Reed, Coeur d’Alene, ID
Gaylan Rockswold, M.D., Ph.D., 

Golden Valley, MN
Robin Stebbins, Ph.D.,  

Silver Spring, MD
Ted and Penny Thomas,  

Princeton, NJ
Andrew Turner, Ph.D. and  

Barbara Turner, Seattle, WA
Edward B. Whitney,  

New York, NY
Marsha M. Zelus, Carmel, CA

* Chair of the President’s Council 

STAFF
William H. Meadows, President

Donald Barry, Executive Vice 
President

Communications and 
Membership
Betsy Garside, Vice President

Bennett H. Beach, Drew Bush, 
Mariesa Dale, Ted Fickes, Kathy 
Kilmer, Michael Handwerger, 
Christopher Lancette, Bruce 
Leathwood, Amy Naughton, 
Anthony Nelson, Tashia Tucker, 
Kathryn Westra

Development
Sheila Dennis, Acting Vice 
President 

Corinne Abbott, Victoria Aronoff, 
Lisa Diekmann, Amanda Eisen, 
Catherine Fox, Marian Goering, 
Jodie Goldberg, Marianne 
Harding, William Klass, Amanda 
Levy, Bethany Luna, Melanie 
Mercer, Bernadette Odyniec, 
Jonquil Powell, Jeff Ray, Arthur 
Roach, Tamara Sperling, Meredith 
Walker, Sally Wells

Ecology and Economics 
Research 
Amy Vedder, Vice President

H. Michael Anderson, Greg Aplet, 
Jennifer Boggs, Michele Crist, 
Thomas H. DeLuca, Matthew 
Dietz, Anne Gore, Michelle A. 
Haefele, Dawn Hartley, Evan 

©
 D

u
d

le
y 

Edm


o
nd


so

n
-R

a
pt

o
rw

o
rk

s.
c

o
m

 

Paddlers in Carlton County, Minnesota

Governing Council and Staff 
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Hjerpe, Ann Ingerson, Joe 
Kerkvliet, Wendy Loya, Pete 
Morton, Spencer Phillips, Sarah 
E. Reed, Christine Soliva, Janice 
Thomson, Mark Wilbert, Bo 
Wilmer

Executive
Gerald Arthur, Anita Godfrey, 
Patricia Holmes, Leslie Jones 
(General Counsel), Lisa Loehr, 
Djonggi Lubis, Terry New, Alan 
Rowsome, Denise A. Smith, Linda 
Saunders Smith, Kathleen Welsch, 
Kelly White

Finance
Kelly Parker, Vice President

Eve Bender, Ray Boyer, Fred 
Brandon, Gina Even, Betty 
Holmes, Diane Jackson, Robin 
Robinson, Maria Saponara, Stacey 
Terry, Lue Thompson

Public Policy
Linda Lance, Vice President

David Alberswerth, Cecilia Clavet, 
Michael Francis, Chase Huntley, 
Maribeth Oakes, Louise Tucker

Regional Conservation
Jerry Greenberg, Vice President

Fran Hunt; ALASKA: Eleanor 
Huffines (Director), Karen 
Hardigg, Connie Quinley, Lydia 
Olympic, Nicole Whittington-
Evans; CA/NEVADA: Sara Barth 
(Director), Alice C. Bond, Richard 
Fairbanks, Samuel Goldman, Sally 
Miller, Dan Smuts, Stephanie Tsai, 
Stanley Van Velsor; CENTRAL 
ROCKIES: Suzanne Jones 
(Director), Tom Fry, Steve Smith, 
Barbara Young; IDAHO: Craig 
Gehrke (Director), Brenda Bielke, 
Bradley Brooks, John McCarthy; 
NORTHEAST: Mary Krueger, 
Leanne Klyza Linck, Jeremy 
Sheaffer; NORTHERN ROCKIES: 
Bob Ekey (Director), Peter Aengst, 
Scott Brennan, Jennifer Ferenstein, 
Jeff Fox, Steff Kessler, Chris Mehl, 
Will Patric, Anne Rockhold, Jared 
White; PACIFIC NORTHWEST: 
Michelle Ackermann (Director), 
Bob Freimark, Heather Gerhard, 
Andrea Imler, Jennifer Stephens, 
Cynthia Wilkerson; SOUTHEAST: 
Frank Peterman (Director), 
Pat Byington, Brent Martin; 
SOUTHWEST: Deanna Archuleta 
(Director), Rebecca Knuffke, 
Michelle Otero 

Public Lands Campaign
Ann J. Morgan, Vice President

Kristen Brengel, Nada Wolff 
Culver, Alex Daue, Pamela Eaton, 
John Garder, Peter Greeno, Phillip 
Hanceford, Joshua Hicks, Kristen 
R. Kerecman, Margie Linskey, 
Kevin Mack, Bobby Magill, Lon 
Payne, David Slater, Vera Smith

Wilderness Support Center
Melyssa Watson (Director), 
Michael Carroll, Jeremy Garncarz, 
Melissa Giacchino, Matt Keller, 
Bart Koehler, Nicole Layman, Jeff 
Widen

REGIONAL OFFICES
Alaska
705 Christensen Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
907-272-9453
twsak@tws.org

Pacific Northwest
720 Third Ave. (#1800)
Seattle, WA 98104
206-624-6430
twsnw@tws.org

California/Nevada
655 Montgomery St. (#1000)
San Francisco, CA 94111
415-398-1111
twssf@tws.org

Northern Rockies
503 W. Mendenhall
Bozeman, MT 59715
406-586-1600
twsbzm@tws.org

Idaho
950 W. Bannock St. (#602)
Boise, ID 83702
208-343-8153
twsid@tws.org

Central Rockies
1660 Wynkoop St. (#850)
Denver, CO 80202
303-650-5818
denver@tws.org

Southwest
600 Central Ave. (#237)
Albuquerque, NM  87102
505-247-0834
twssw@tws.org

Northeast
9 Union St. (3rd floor)
Hallowell, ME 04347
207-626-5553
maine@tws.org

Southeast
112 Krog Street (#23)
Atlanta, GA 30307
404-872-9453
twsse@tws.org

Wilderness Support Center
PO Box 1620  
Durango, CO 81302  
970-247-8788  
wsc@tws.org

Annual Report 

Editor: Bennett H. Beach 
Photo Editor: Mariesa K. Dale
Writer: Darrell Knuffke
Design: Ellen Smyth, Elle Designs

Credits for Staff Photos

Listed left to right:  
page 2: Swep Davis (Davis) and 
Mariesa K. Dale (Meadows); pages 
4 and 5: Mariesa K. Dale (Keller, 
Carroll) and Melissa Phillips 
(Phillips); pages 6 and 7: Danica 
Norris (Knuffke), Audrey Peterman 
(Peterman) and John Morse 
(Byington); pages 8 and 9: Mariesa 
K. Dale (Francis, Anderson) and 
Brenda Bielke (Crist); pages 10 and 
11: Lincoln Else (Huffines), Mariesa 
K. Dale (Oakes) and Connie 
Quinley (Gore); pages 12 and 13: 
Mariesa K. Dale (Alberswerth) and 
Anne Rockhold (Aengst, Mehl); 
page 14: Shane Butterfield (Fry), 
Matt Dietz (Fairbanks) and Rhonda 
Aplet (Aplet)
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Black bears at Yellowstone National Park
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The Wilderness Society
1615 M Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20036
http://www.wilderness.org
member@tws.org
(202) 833-2300
Fax (202) 429-3959
1-800-THE-WILD

Cover photo: Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
© Michael DeYoung/www.mdphoto.com

The Wilderness Society meets all standards for charitable accountability 
set forth by BBB/Wise Giving Alliance. 

This report was printed on Mohawk Options paper, which is made 
entirely of post-consumer waste recycled fiber and produced with wind 
power. Using this paper instead of virgin stock produced with fossil  
fuel-based electricity saved 31 fully grown trees and 22 million BTUs  
of energy. Selection of this paper, which is certified by SmartWood to the 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) standards, also prevented the creation 
of 2,903 pounds of greenhouse gases, 1,509 pounds of air pollution, and 
1,475 pounds of solid waste.

Cert no. SW-COC-1530
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